
Below is a summary of interview of BMl - USCG, conducted by the AIM 
informal board on 1 1 October, 2006 concerning the diving incident which resulted in two 
deaths on August 17, 2006. AIM board members present at the interview were Captain 

LCD- LCD-. 

B ~ l r e ~ o r t e d  aboard HEALY in July 2004. He stated he is the leading petty 
officer (LPO) of deck force, and a qualified inport and underway OOD. 

17 August started as a normal day. B M ~  stated that he performed his regular 
deck department duties in the morning. Early in the afternoon BM1 heard a rumor that 
there would be ice liberty later in the afternoon. B M I  to BM2 DUQUE, 
who confirmed the ice liberty rumor and also mentioned that the dive team planned to 
conduct an ice dive. BM2 DUQUE was very enthusiastic about diving, and told BM1 

-he planned to do his first under ice dive. 

B ~ l l e a m e d  that the ship would be stopping around 1530. He knew he would 
likely be the OOD during a portion of the ice liberty period and began making plans 
accordingly. He spoke to SCP-O he was scheduled to relieve as OOD. 
The two discussed the plan for ice liberty including all aspects of the deck evolution and 
the OOD chow relief process. 

Upon finding a suitable location for ice liberty, BM1 w e d  with other members 
of the deck force to get the ship set up for getting people to the ice safely. He attended 
several deck briefings, 'coordinated getting the brow over, and talked with BM2 DUQUE 
about getting the bear watch established. 

After getting preps underway, BMI later saw BM2 DUQUE heading down to the ice in 
dive gear. BMl said that he'd never seen anything official about dive ops, but assumed it 
might be planned based on BW's actions. BMI c t e d  SCPO 
make sure someone on the dive side had radio wmms with the bridge. 
dive side would have comrns. 

BM1 b r i e f l y  visited the ice prior to eating chow and assuming the OOD watch. 
He ate at about 1700. ~ ~ l s a i d  that he did not consume alcohol. He stated that 
he never really considered ice liberty as time off since deck force typically spent the time 
working on the brow, standing bear watch, etc. BM1 l i v e d  the OOD at 1730. 

BM1 said his primary concern during ice liberty was keeping an eye out for unwanted 
wildlife - particularly polar bears. Additionally, he focused his attention on the ship's 
position in the ice, and in making sure the brow stayed in place. The ship had 15-20 turns 
on both screws to hold position in the ice. He stated that with turns on, the ship was a 
very stable platform when hove-to. 








